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Otterbein University Profile
Otterbein University is nationally-recognized for its intentional blending of liberal arts and professional studies through its 
renowned Integrative Studies curriculum and its commitments to experiential learning and community engagement.  
Otterbein’s commitment to opportunity started with its founding in 1847 as one of the nation’s first universities to welcome 
women and persons of color to its community of teachers and learners, which now numbers 2,937 undergraduate and 458 
graduate students. Otterbein remains committed to its relationship with the United Methodist Church and its spirit of  
inclusion, and welcomes people of all backgrounds to its Model Community.

Location
Otterbein is located in Westerville, Ohio, a suburb of Columbus that 
was ranked seventh happiest suburb in America by Movoto in 2014; 
the fifth friendliest town in America by Forbes and Nextdoor.com in 
2012; and 15th on Money Magazine’s 2009 list of Best Places to Live. 

Campus
The 114-acre campus has 58 buildings, including:

• Towers Hall, constructed in 1872 and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places

• The Point at Otterbein, a center for STEAM innovation,
opened in fall 2016 to provide unique private/public sector
partnerships and opportunities for students and businesses

• Cowan Hall, home to Otterbein’s nationally renowned
Department of Theatre and Dance

• Frank Museum of Art, a renovated church that features
rotating exhibits from the University’s collection

• Center for Equine Science, which opened in fall 2009

Academics
• Undergraduate programs: 73 majors and 44 minors
• Student to faculty ratio of 13:1
• Master’s degrees: Allied Health, Business Administration,

Education, Educational Mathematics and Nursing, including the
nurse anesthesia program with Grant Medical Center

• Doctorate degree: Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
• Signature programs include Theatre, Equine Science, Nursing

Engineering, Allied Health, and Zoo and Conservation Science
• English as a Second Language and Pathway Program
• Otterbein Semester exchange program

Arts
• Otterbein Theatre stages six shows in the academic year and

three in the summer season
• The music program includes concert band, concert choir,

opera theatre, marching band, vocal jazz and several vocal
and instrumental ensembles; students also perform with the
Westerville Symphony at Otterbein

• The Otterbein Enrichment Series has hosted such notable
speakers as acclaimed independent filmmaker Gus Van Sant
and Joel Meyerowitz, with his acclaimed exhibition of
photography from Ground Zero in the days after  9/11

Athletics
Men and women compete in the Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC), 
NCAA Division III.  There are nine varsity sports for women and 10 
for men, including the new men’s wrestling program. A complete 
intramural program is available to all students. 

Honors
Otterbein has consistently placed high among peer institutions in 
U.S. News & World Report’s “Guide to America’s Best Colleges” for 
more than a decade. In the 2017 edition, Otterbein is ranked 11th 
overall and 11th on the Best Colleges for Veterans list in its category. 
Otterbein has also been recognized as an A+ School for B Students 
for its commitment to the type of individualized attention that  
enables students from a variety of academic backgrounds to find 
their passions and thrive in the classroom.

The White House awarded Otterbein the President’s Award for 
General Community Service in February 2008. In 2014, Otterbein 
was a finalist for the President’s Award for Economic Opportunity 
Community Service and was recognized by the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor Roll “With Distinction” for 
its commitment to General Community Service and Education 
Community Service. Otterbein has been on the honor roll for eight 
consecutive years. Eighty percent of Otterbein’s students participate 
in community service, contributing more than 70,000 service hours 
each year. Otterbein offers more than 96 service-learning courses  
enrolling 1,200 students and 15 weekly student-led service programs.

Otterbein has been recognized by Washington Monthly as a Top 50 
school for contributions to the public good and a Military Friendly 
School by G.I. Jobs magazine.

Five Cardinal Experiences
At Otterbein, we know that hands-on experiences give you the 
chance to broaden your network, stand out from the competition, 
discover your career path, turn your goals into reality, and be  
recognized for your achievements. That’s why Otterbein will pair 
your traditional academic transcript with your own real-world,  
experiential transcript. That transcript will highlight your experi-
ences in the areas of: Research and Creative Work; Internships and 
Professional Experience; Community Engagement; Leadership and 
Citizenship; and Global and Intercultural Engagement. Each of these 
experiences have a built-in reflection component so that students 
can incorporate their learnings into their future studies and work. 

Leadership
President: John Comerford, Ph.D.

Board Chairman: Mark R. Thresher



Otterbein “by the numbers”
•  1847: year founded
•  70+:  majors to choose from
•  40+ minors to choose from
•  2,937: number of undergraduate students
•  458: number of graduate students
•  18-20: average class size
•  22-27: middle 50% ACT Range
•  1000-1220: middle 50% SAT range
•  3.65: average GPA
•   96%: alumni employed or enrolled in graduate school 

within six months of graduation
•  85%: freshmen living on campus
• 1 00+ student organizations on campus
•  61,000 square feet STEAM innovation facility, The 

Point
•   $12,000-$15,000 merit-based scholarship range for 

international students 

Fun facts:
•  First institution in the nation to welcome women as faculty

members, which we’ve done since our founding.
•  Students of color were admitted before the Civil War, and

Japanese-American students who were sent to internment
camps were admitted during World War II.

 •  Alumnus Benjamin Hanby composed the famous song,
“Up on the Housetop.”

 •  Otterbein Art Professor Nicholas Hill named Guggenheim
Fellow in May 2017.

•  Fine arts graduate Jordan Donica ’17 was cast as Raoul in
the Broadway Production of The Phantom of the Opera less
than a month after graduating, and he is now performing
as part of the touring cast of Hamilton.

Admission requirements:
 Common Application
 $50 application fee
  Official transcripts for 4 years of high school/secondary 

school (grades 9-12)
  Proof of English proficiency (79 TOEFL or 6.5 IELTS, 53 

Pearson, Duolingo 105 or approved exemption) 
Upon acceptance, students must also provide:

 • Official bank statement and sponsor guarantee form
 • Copy of passport

Notable majors: 
•  Zoo and Conservation 

Science
• Musical Theatre
• Engineering  

• Equine Science
• Education
• Nursing
• Business

Columbus, Ohio: 
• 14th largest city in the U.S.
• #5 city in the U.S. for recent college grads
• 3 professional sports teams
• Top 20 city in the U.S. for culture

Our location –
The perfect spot for everything 

Westerville, Ohio:
• 5th friendliest town in America
• 41 parks and 42 kilometers of bike paths
• 22 restaurants and cafes within three blocks of campus
• Top 10 happiest suburb in America




